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SPECIAL  COMMODITIES  BRANCH  MEMOEAJTDUM- 170.  25 


To:  All  Divisions  and  Sections,  Special  ConuiiDdities  Branch 

From:         H.  C.  Aloin,  Chief,  Special  Commodities  Branch 
Subject;    Procedure  for  Issuance  of  Food  Priori'tjr' Ratings 

Director's  Memorandum  No.  52  and  Supplement  No.  1  thereto,  sets  forth 
the  procedure  for  issuance  of  food  priorities  under  Food  Distribution 
Regulation  ITo.  1. '  These  priorities  are  nurahered  from  FR-1  throup^h  ^ 
FR-IO;  FR~1  is  the  higliest  rating  ohtainaole-.     The  above  ratings 
supersede  all  previous  priorities  regulations  issued  by  the  'v/ar  Pro- 
duction Boa,rd. 

As'  outlined  in  the  above  memoranda,  Mr.  J.  S.'  Husnell,  Deputy  Director, 
has  been  givon  responsibility  for  issuance  of  priorities  for  basic 
civilian  uses.     The  only  responsib ility  assigned  to  this  Branch  in 
connection  v;ith  this  group  of  priorities  will  be  to  clear  such  applica- 
tions at  the  req_uest  of  the  Civilian  Progrejns  Branch. 

Included  in  the  group  assigned  to  Major  Olmstead,  Deputy  Director  in 
Charge  of  Prociu'ement  Coordination,  are  the  Food  Distribution  Procure- 
ment Prograj.is.    The  method  by  which  the  Branch  may  apply,  such  priorities 
are  fully  outlined  in  Supplement  No.  1  of  the  above  memorandum.  How- 
ever, in  order  to  further  define  the  responsibility  of  each  of  the 
Divisions,  and  in  an  a,ttempt  to  anticipate  questions  vrhich  may  arise, 
a  resume'' of  the  procedure  is  given  belov/: 

1.     Conditions  which  require  the  special-  permission  of-  the  Deputy 
Director  before  application  of  the  rating! 

(a)  On  Commodities  subject  to  set-aside  or  allocation  orders, 
or  OPA  rationing  regulations.    Co-mmodities  in  this  category 
v;hich  are  assigned  to  this  Branch  are  canned  fish,  shell- 
fish, fish  products,  coffee  and  sugar,     (Method  for  obtaining 
permission  to  use  this  priority  is  contained  in  Director's 

.  McmOi'-andum  No.  5^,  Supplement  1,  '  Section  III.  ) 

(b)  Application  of  a  rating -higher  tlian  FR-IO,     (Method  for 
obtaining  permission  is  also  given  in' Section  III.) 

(c)  When  vendors  do  not  willingly  supply  the  amount  called  for  in 
the  annouriCer:;ent.     (Method  of  obtaining  permission  is  contained 
in  Section  1  (B) . ) 


2.  Application  of  Hating  ^fijbhoTj^.'^ripx'^ 

(a)    All  Loud  Lease  (Defense  Aid)  'purchases  have  an  automatic  and 
retroactive    rating  of  FR-10.     The  certification  to  app^-jar  on 
acccptajices  for  such  purchases  is  contained  in  Section  1  (a) 
of  Director's  Memorandum  No.  52,  Supplement  1.    This  certi- 
fication will  he  included  only  in  those  instances  vrhere  dif- 
ficulty is  expected  to  he -en^Qun.ts^®^       ohtaining  the  nec- 
essary amount  within  the  requtii'ed'^'tim'e.    The  phrase  "priority 
rating  of  FR-10  applies  to  this  contract"  may  "be  included  in 
telegraphic  acceptances,  in  lieu  of  the  ahove  mentioned  certi- 
fication, '  ■ 

("b)    Other  (General  Commodities  Pl^ogram).  purchases  do  not  have  an 
automatic  ratings    Hov/ever,,  the  Branch  Chief  has  "been 
authorized  to  apply  a  rating  of 'FR-IO  to  these  pi^chases. 

■  -  This  priority  rating,  should  Ipe  applied  in  all  instances  v^-here 
.    deli^j'iry  on  the  specif  ied.  date  isroh  a-: pu '.ed,.  •.  Determination 
cf  i'lr-e  nec'r.  for  this  .or  a.  higher' r^tirg  oh  J.  .1  he  th3 
rAr.ponEi n:.]o.-cy .  of  the  respective  DiVxciou  .'Jhief . 

Tlae  certification  to  he  placed  on  acceptance  of  the  a'Dove  t;vpe 
is  contained  in  Section  III  of  the  previously  mentioned  merno- 
.  rt,nc^a;.ra  ■('SApij'-ation: date  in  this  certification  shoirld  al'--£-..ys 
include  :l.?,t-!  of .  final  delivery.)' 

Thp,  ■csrtl5io.atio-n,;*rili  .x^oii  1)6  nr-c'-snsai-r  -.n    el e graphic  accept- 
ances.  'ilrjv/3''''er  j  ''the  phrase, '  ''Priority  rating  of  FH-lO  applies 
to.  this  contract",  should  he  included  5f  tha  Division  Chief 
dstortoinet;  the  need,  for  application  of  the  rating, 

3.  Extension  of  Rating 

S.y.tension  of  priority  ratings  to  supplier-;  aao.  suh-suppliers  is 
per.^mitt'ed,  aft-er  <Llesj?ance  vdth  the 'Deputy  Director,  hy  use  of 
tne  certification*,  contained  in  Section  IV  of  Director's  Memo- 
raiidura  Wo.  52,  Supplement  1, 

Food  Distrilmtion  Regulation  .ITo,  .1 -specif  ies  that  extensions 
of:priority  ratings  can  only 'tie  granted  for  food  items.  Ho 
.    extensions  may,  therefor9,...^p.  granted  for  packaging  asr>ist2nce. 

4.  Maintenance  of  Recoi*ds.  ;-  -   ...      '  •  ' 

The  Ariiioiincement-'-.and  Contract's  Section  v/ill  te  responsible  for 
maintonahce  of  a  card  file  listing  all  contracts  where  a  priority 
has  been  applied  in  the  acceptance.  '  This  Section  ^rill  also  main- 
;'.■  tain  any  ■'certificates,  information  on  e.Tten&ior.^-.  and  other 
pertinent  material  in. the,-  contract  file.     All  c Vu-rei-'pondonce 
.rega,rding  the  application  of  ratings  shall  be  c'Loared  through 
this  Section,  r  r  ,• 
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